
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
PLANNING NIGHT 

2024
THE COLLEGE SEARCH & APPLICATION PROCESS MAY SEEM STRESSFUL, BUT ANXIETY CAN BE MINIMIZED WITH 

FOLLOW THROUGH, RESEARCH, ORGANIZATION AND CLEAR COMMUNICATION.



Timeline for remainder of this school year and 
into summer:

► In January, the counselors will meet with juniors in small groups to discuss the 
college search & the application process.  

► Students have access to Naviance which is used extensively in this process.  It 
has features which assist in the college search, provides Great Neck North 
students’ college admissions results, and provides a forum for sending 
transcripts/letters of recommendation electronically. Parents were sent an email 
earlier this week which provides them access under their own accounts.  

► Students are assigned junior year “tasks” which they have already begun to 
complete.  Two involve taking the SAT and ACT.  We are reminding students to 
register for these tests to take prior to the end of the school year. 



SAT /ACT Info:  
► It is strongly recommended that students take the SATs and/or ACTs at least 

once by the end of junior year, despite many colleges remaining test optional.

► Students approved for accommodations–contact counselor before registering.

► Some  ED/EA schools require testing to be completed by October.   

► TOEFL/Duolingo English Test:  If English is not a student’s first language, and he or 
she has been in the U.S. less than five years, the student must also take the TOEFL 
or Duolingo English Test.   To register visit: www.toefl.org or 
www.englishtest.duolingo.com/edu 

► Register as soon as possible for the anticipated testing date(s) as there are 
limited spots at North’s testing center.  The student is responsible for registering 
online at www.collegeboard.org or www.actstudent.org

► Free diagnostic SAT and ACT being given on Sunday, January 28th.  More info 
and registration details to follow next week.  

http://www.toefl.org/
http://www.englishtest.duolingo.com/edu
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org


*No test centers are scheduled in New York for the July test date.

SAT – To register visit: www.collegeboard.org 
Test Date Registration Deadline Late Deadline *Additional fee

March 9, 2024 February 23, 2024 February 27, 2024

May 4, 2024 April 19, 2024 April 23, 2024

June 1, 2024 May 16, 2024 May 21, 2024

August 24, 2024* TBD TBD

October 5, 2024* TBD TBD

ACT- To register visit: www.actstudent.org
Test Date Register Deadline Late Deadline *Additional Fee

February 10, 2024 January 5, 2024 January 19, 2024

April 13, 2024 March 8, 2024 March 22, 2024

June 8, 2024 May 3, 2024 May 17, 2024

*July 13, 2024 June 7, 2024 June 21, 2024

September 2024 TBD TBD

October 2024 TBD TBD

*These are anticipated test dates and are not yet confirmed.
*No test centers are scheduled in New York for the July test date.

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/


College Planning Questionnaire

► Students (with parent input) complete the College Planning Questionnaire (assignment 
on Guidance Google Classroom) and then make a full period appointment with their 
counselor.  

► After individual meeting, student’s prospective college list will be posted on Naviance 
(under “Colleges I’m Thinking About”). This can be viewed by both students and 
parents.  Counselors, students, and parents can add colleges to this list. 

► Students and parents are able to schedule a meeting with one’s counselor to review 
the individualized college list.



Planning for life after high school:
► Consider plans for post graduation.   

► College
► Gap Year
► Military
► Work

► Collect information - guidance website, Naviance, internet search engines, college 
websites, college fairs and college visits.

► College List: 
► Target
► Reach
► Likely



Researching Colleges

► Naviance

► Individual College Websites

► College Search Engines

► Campus Visits - In person as well as virtual tours are available. When you visit, 
please make sure you schedule a tour in advance.



Important dates:

► College Panel Night, April 4th at 7pm  – for students and parents.  More details 
to follow.

► Rising Senior College Night, June 4th at 7pm – to discuss college application 
preparation.
► Student goals leading up to September  include: create a list of colleges to which 

they will apply, complete the Autobiographical Character Sketch, write a rough draft 
of an essay, create a resume, and begin working on the Common Application.



What Do Colleges Look For?
► Transcript: grades, courses taken- rigor, electives, trend in grades, GPA (recalculated in most 

cases).

► Extracurricular Activities: athletics, performing arts, clubs, community service, leadership, 
employment, summer experiences.  

► Recommendations: counselor (utilizing Autobiographical Character Sketch) and two core 
academic teachers – preferably from eleventh grade.  Supplementary letters from other 
recommenders, such as: employers, supervisors, coaches, etc are permissible by some 
schools, but are never in lieu of teacher letters.

► Essays: student’s “voice” of his/her application.  English teachers available for editing help. 

► SAT, ACT, TOEFL/Duolingo scores. Some schools may remain “test optional” but we are 
encouraging students to take these exams since not every college has released its testing 
policy for the class of 2025.  



Senior Year Courses:

► Courses in Progress (CIP) are listed on transcripts sent to colleges.

► First quarter grades are sent to schools as requested. 

► Most schools require mid-year grades (1st & 2nd quarter).

► Final transcript will only be sent to the school the student will be attending.



Application Options:

► EARLY: Early Decision, Early Action, Priority, Restrictive EA – Accept / Deny / 
Defer

► Regular – Accept / Deny / Waitlist 

► Rolling – Accept / Deny / Waitlist

► Common Application and Coalition Application


